Peter Birren

502 Shadywood Lane ( Elk Grove, Illinois 60007

847-640-0171 ( peter@birrendesign.com ( www.birrendesign.com

______________________________________________________

Graphic Design for Marketing Products and Services

Advertising, Print and Web Concept, Content and Creation

Project Management – never missed a deadline

______________________________________________________
Primary Goal: To expand on my background and contribute as an effective Marketing Manager.
People Skills: Leadership through inspiration and example, effective listener, thorough follow up, team player, delivers on promises made.
Computer Skills: MacOSX, PC, QuarkXPress, Creative Suite, MS Office, HTML and others.

Career History:
Marketing Designer

Midwest Optical Systems, January 2009 to November 2010

Project Description: Solely responsible for the fully re-branding of the company from establishing a new name, logo design, tag line, creation of all print material, trade show booth and support, and PowerPoint presentation, to product labeling, email newsletter and from-scratch website creation. Developed and implemented rough marketing plan. 

Result: In 2009, sales increased 40%; in 2010, sales increased 60%. Owner declared on several occasions that the only things he could attribute this to were the effects of my productions. 

Creative Generalist/Owner

Birren Design Company, 1975 to 2009 – Never missed a deadline
Responsible for every aspect of all projects beginning with initial client contact, project definition and concept through completion. Collaborated with clients to assure message to their well-identified audience was on target for establishing the brand(s). Coordinated with outside suppliers for timely project completion and delivery. Completed numerous detailed projects for multiple clients simultaneously. Earned 16 national awards for print, packaging, product and logo design.

Example Project: Created advertising, print support and trade show campaign to introduce a software program for the IBM AS/400. Trade shows: different formatted rental booths were customized to allow participation by changing numbers of vendors in various locations throughout the country.

Result: In two years, software went from inception to the best used program of its kind, used by IBM instead of their own. 

___

Example Project: Created a product line catalog from engineering data sheets for multi-national electrical products manufacturer. Sales for the line were flat to sagging.

Result: In the program’s first 6 months, a $650,000 increase in profits over the annual projection was realized. 

___

Example Project: Reprinted industrial cam manufacturer’s 192 page ring-bound catalog. From provided 6-color film, photos and copy were modified on 124 pages and 36 new ones were added. 

Result: Saved $25,000 for client through efficient production, film consolidation and print resourcing. 

___
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Prior Experience:

General Manager 

Powers&Swock Graphics

Supervised staff of 6 in traditional typesetting firm for four years. Developed and maintained client contact, supervised proofreaders, freelance keyliners and delivery drivers, deeply involved with proofreading and type markup, sales and responsible for billing and P/L. 

Creative Director 

Anderson-Perlstein

Directed staff of 10 creatives in advertising and collateral material production, directed photography and airbrush retouching, brainstormed on concepts with management and clients, established and maintained production schedules.

Other Unique Projects of note:

• Author of Objects in the Heavens, a field book for amateur astronomers. 

   First published Aug 2002; edition 5.1 set to release in late September, 2011.

• Invented the Linknife, a safety item for hang glider towing; NASA use them in the X-38 Space Station Lifeboat and Project Stardust; earned 2006 National Aeronautic Association Safety Award. 

• Never missed a deadline.

Education:

- Notre Dame High School, Niles IL – graduated

- College course work at 8 schools with studies in art, drawing, painting, sculpture, history, marketing, writing, photography, psychology and anthropology. Latest: Harper College: GP3.5

Military:

Honorably Discharged from the US Air Force.
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